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PASTOR’S NOTE
PA S T O R BO N GA R D S BO N GA R D @ CK H OM E . O R G

Many of us said a glad farewell to 2020. We have high hopes that
2021 will be a year when the pandemic fades and we can move on.
That’s likely to happen sometime later this year. But for many of us,
it’s not happening soon enough. It appears that for at least the first
several months of 2021, not much will change in terms of
mask-wearing, social-distancing, Zoom meetings, and “safer at
home.” Frustrating, I know.
Yet God still blesses us in the midst of the lingering pandemic and
our frustration. Concordia has discovered new ways of connecting
with people that will continue even when the pandemic ends.
We’ve discovered that, by the grace of God, we can adapt to even
very strange circumstances to still worship, commune, baptize,
learn, serve, and connect with others in the name of Jesus. And
even while we have been dealing with all the new challenges
brought on by the pandemic, we are making plans for Concordia’s
future – discerning God’s guidance in what the next chapter in
Concordia’s life will be. As frustrating as things can be at the
moment, we go forward as the baptized people of God, people
called daily to die with Christ and to be raised each day to new life.
We enter 2021 with the promise that God has plans for us:
“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans
for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.”
(Jeremiah 29:11)

Pastor Steve Bongard

PASTOR’S NOTE
PA S T O R M EG G E R S DM EG G E R S @ CK H OM E . O R G

Shhhhh…..its a secret. Historically our older adults have engaged our
community in the month of January or February. We will still. But it
will be different (tell me you haven’t heard THAT line in these Covid
months!). I can’t tell you what it is because, as stated, it is a secret. I
can tell you it will have great older adult impact at Concordia. I can
tell you it will have great impact beyond our Concordia population.
The season of Epiphany calls us to shine with the love of Jesus and
you can be sure that this secret mission will do just that! But you will
have to wait until February to read more about this love-filled effort.
(See what I did there? Love, February, Valentine’s Day on the
horizon.)
God is doing something new. He always has been and always is but
this last year has made me, and I hope, you much more aware of that
reality. As we journey forward into this coming year I am going to
continue to keep these words in mind, “The world in front of you is
nothing like the world behind you.” It is from the book, Canoeing the
Mountains by Tod Bolsinger. Together with God’s word and His
Immanuel (God with Us) name these words have helped to keep me
from despair while also promoting our journey in JOY. I recommend
this book to you and thank Pastor Steve for recommending it to me.
In JOYful anticipation of something new, I look forward to sharing
the joyful outcomes of our January secret mission.

JOYful in January,
PM

PASTOR’S NOTE
PA S T O R S C H U LT Z J S C H U LT Z @ C K H O M E . O R G

Greetings in Jesus,
Junior Youth looks forward to beginning this year in
God’s Word. Our Junior Youth program will begin
confirmation on January 13 as we continue to reflect
and discuss both the mystery of salvation and the
mystery of God. We believe that these conversations
are critical as we come to know and unpack the
Christian faith. This new semester we will look at the
liturgical calendar and distinctions such as
justification and sanctification as we conclude with
the Christian call to witness and evangelize.
These truths and ideas are not just beneficial for our
youth, they are beneficial for all of God’s people. This
new year commit yourself to unpacking and learning
God’s Word. On this side of glory, God’s people are
never done growing in their wisdom and
understanding how to best live in this world. The
Word of God is critical to this end. May God bless
you greatly as you and our community mark, learn,
and inwardly digest this good news.

Blessings,
Pastor Jacob Schultz

FINA NCE & MINISTRY
KRISTIN ANDERSON KANDERSON@CKHOME.ORG

Chief Operating Officer

YEAR END FINANCIALS

It takes a few weeks to formally close the
financial records for 2020 so we do not have
numbers yet to report. However, based on
our preliminary calculations we feel we our
offerings will meet or slightly exceed our
expenses. Thank you to all who helped bring
a successful close to 2020 and begin 2021
with a solid foundation!

FA MILY ACTI V ITIES
R E B EC CA S C H U LT Z R S C H U LT Z @ C K H O M E . O R G

Children’s Ministry Director
We look forward to a new year filled with opportunities for your child to get
connected in Children's Ministry at Concordia.
Whether you are ready to meet in person or prefer to be involved from home
we have ways for your family to get involved!
Whether you meet with us in person or online we strive to provide faith-filled
and engaging time in God's Word for each child. We learn all about their
Savior Jesus Christ, what their Savior means for them, how to defend their
faith, and how to teach their faith to others.
Looking for ways to get involved? Check out our website
www.ckhome.org/connect/children
As I anticipate the arrival of my 3rd child I am thrilled to introduce to you Ken
Estes who will be assisting with Children's Ministry for a few weeks.
"God’s blessings to you! I’m a Master of
Divinity student at Concordia Seminary and a
ministry fieldworker at Concordia-Kirkwood,
whose calling to pastoral ministry came after
completing two years of medical school. I
moved to St. Louis from Titusville, Florida (the
Space Coast - directly across the river from
NASA's launch pads). I feel closest to our Lord
while surrounded by the wonder of His
creation, so I enjoy being in nature whenever life allows. Fitness is very important to
me and my favorite workouts include: circuit training, HIIT, running, weight lifting,
yoga and various types of group fitness.
I’m looking forward to serving the youth ministry at Concordia-Kirkwood and
getting to know you!"

YOU TH AC TI V ITIES
N AT H A N D E H N N D E H N @ C K H O M E . O R G

Youth Director
What’s this article called? The Connection. I’d like to talk about
two instances where Concordia is a great way to gain
connections. First, I have really enjoyed the Sunday Resets with
the senior youth. The past few months high schoolers have
started bringing their friends and building relationships with
other Christians. It’s been a blessing seeing high schoolers from
different schools, interests, and friend groups coming together
to learn about Christ and have a good time. I encourage anyone
in high school to come to get connected. Information about
Sunday Resets can be found on our website at www.
ckhome.org/connect/senior-youth
When we started doing in person worship service again, I
worked behind the scenes, finding volunteers to fill new roles
created by the pandemic. It’s been a huge blessing getting to
know so many more members of Concordia and having great
conversations with many of the volunteers. It’s the highlight of
my Sundays and have really enjoyed getting connected with
more members of Concordia.
We’re always looking for more help on Sunday, and I encourage
you to get connected by volunteering on Sunday mornings.
Just a few of the positions include: check in host/greeter,
ushers, tech team/sound crew, and cleaners after the 9:30
service. If you’d like to get connected and volunteer please
reach out to me at ndehn@ckhome.org.

SPECIAL NEEDS MINISTRY
J E S S I C A C R AW F O R D J C R AW F O R D @ C K H O M E . O R G

Director of Children & Families with Special Needs

The Buddy Team. The Dance Floor Team. The Red
Carpet Team. Night to Shine at Concordia always has a
lot of moving parts. In fact, it takes no fewer than
twenty-three unique teams composed of hundreds of
volunteers working simultaneously to make the night a
success.
This year, the number of volunteer teams required to
achieve a worthwhile virtual Night to Shine experience
for our Honored Guests is much smaller but they are
still just as important. Please read through the
volunteer job descriptions listed on the next page and
prayerfully consider joining one (or more than one) of
our Night to Shine 2021 volunteer teams! With your
help, we can yet again turn Valentine’s Day weekend
into a celebration of God’s love for people with special
needs in our community.
Please note: volunteer opportunities are available for
Concordia members only in 2021.

Virtual Red Carpet Team
- emailed to sknorp@ckhome.org by January 29th
Put on your fancy clothes and cheer and clap for our Honored Guests
from the comfort of your living room! Record yourselves horizontally
for twenty seconds and send to Stacy Knorp at sknorp@ckhome.org no
later than January 29th. We will include your video in a virtual Red
Carpet our Honored Guests will watch before “attending” the virtual
Night to Shine experience created by the Tim Tebow Foundation. Signs
and decorations optional!

Card Writing Team
- dropped off at Concordia by February 5th
Help us fill the Night to Shine Experience Kits for our Honored Guests
with notes of love, joy, hope and warmth from Concordia. Each kit will
include one standard, scripted note and one personalized. Note cards
will be provided.

Prayer Team
- February 12, 2021 and beyond
Those on the Prayer Team will have the opportunity to pray for each of
our registered Honored Guests by name. As parents and caregivers
submit prayer requests online, those will be shared with the Prayer
Team as well.

Shine Kit Delivery Team
- February 10/11, 2021
If our Honored Guests can’t come to prom, we will bring the prom to
them! Members of this team are responsible for delivering joy through
the Shine Kits and “shining the yards” of our Honored Guests. The
Shine Kit is full of decorations like confetti, balloons, a red carpet and
more that can be used by parents and caretakers to decorate the home.
Because everyone loves to eat at Night to Shine, coupons and gift cards
are included. This year, we will also “shine the yards” of our Honored
Guests with yard signs and balloons. Background checks required.

Shine Thru Celebration Team
- February 12, 2021 4-6pm
Weather and Covid permitting, our Honored Guests will come to
Concordia for a no-contact Shine Thru celebration! Our Honored
Guests will show off their fancy prom clothes, pose for pictures, get
cheered for and do a little dancing… all from the safety of their
own vehicle. Guests will leave with a Night to Shine Experience Kit
full of important goodies like crowns, flowers, dessert and more
before heading off to log in to Virtual Night to Shine.
Family groups and “Covid bubbles” less than ten people will be
safely spaced out along the outdoor Shine Thru route at individual
stations. Let your creativity shine and bring everything with you to
cheer for and celebrate our Honored Guests. Signs, noisemakers,
balloons...the sky’s the limit!

You can sign up for all volunteer opportunities on our website
at ckhome.org/resources/night-to-shine
This year, our Night to Shine
Giving Center has moved online! I
invite you to view our Night to
Shine 2021 Amazon Wish List and
consider donating. Each item on
our list will go toward the creation
of the Shine Kits and Night to
Shine Experience Kits that our
Honored Guests will receive. You
can find the direct link to our Wish
List at ckhome.org/resources/
night-to-shine

WORSHIP ARTS
BRENDAN K NORP BK NORP@CK HOME.ORG

Director for the Worship Arts
I’d like to start by saying Thank You to the staff and volunteers who work so hard behind
the scenes to make in-person and livestream worship possible. We see pastors and
musicians in the front of the room, but it takes planning and dedication on the part of
many others to make sure our facility is as clean and safe as possible as well as the
coordinated efforts of those who work to make worship available to those not here in
person.
We will soon begin a second phase of updating our technology capabilities in order to
make more of our services available online. In the coming months, plans will be made to
bring the ability to record and stream services from the Sanctuary as well as finishing
improvements to the Concordia Center. We were able to get live-streaming up and
running this summer and since then have learned a lot about it. This practical experience
will be valuable as we plan ahead for this next phase. In addition to weekend worship
services, we want to be well-equipped to record and broadcast weddings and funerals in
both of our sanctuaries.
Along those lines, we are in need of more volunteers to help with services in the
Sanctuary at 5pm Saturday and 8am Sunday services. The immediate need is for
individuals to run sound and occasion video, but in the big picture, we will eventually
need people who can assist in running cameras to record services. I’m looking for people
who can serve one to two times per month at either of those service times (the
commitment does not need to be for both service times). Please also keep in mind that
you don’t have a regular attender of those services to serve there. I really need some
people to step up and help fill these spots as it is not feasible to staff it or sustainable to
ask the same few people to cover it week after week. The qualifications are:
-A desire to serve and fill an important role in making worship possible
-A dependable person and team player
-Good hearing
-The ability to problem solve (it’s tech… everything breaks sooner or later!)
Please contact me at bknorp@ckhome.org if you are interesting in learning more.

SH A R ING LOV E
SHARON EMA SEMA@CKHOME.ORG

Director for the Healing Arts

EACH DAY IS A NEW BEGINNING
This past year was hard with changes, illness for some, grief over loss of
loved ones, and isolation to name a few. Each day we do have hope. Our
hope is in the unfailing love of Christ. He is our friend, our Savior, and our
hope. Hope came down to us. “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She
will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is
with us’)” Isaiah 7:14. He will not leave us alone. “I will never leave you nor
forsake you…” Joshua 1:5.
Each moment of the day is a time for healing with Him. Do you have
burdens today? Lay the weight of your burdens in prayer to the Lord. The
hymn “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” (Lutheran Worship 1982, # 516)
reminds us: “Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged - Take it to the Lord in prayer…Are we
weak and heavy laden…In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find
a solace there.” “Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary
and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest” Matthew 11:28.
Each day allows us an opportunity to care. Let us be a friend to one
another. A listening ear to another who is hurting. A card or email to let
them know you are thinking about them. Love one another by helping to
reduce the spread of this virus by wearing a mask, social distancing of 6’
or more, avoiding crowds and wash your hands often. Love each other
deeply. “Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each
other…” 1 Peter 4:8.

Kevin and Ellie Davis + Kerriann & Kaitlyn
Kevin and Ellie met in Springfield, VA where Kevin was
stationed as a Navy Officer and Ellie worked for the
Department of Defense. They have been married for 18
years, moving to St. Louis in 2006. They have two
beautiful daughters, Kerriann and Kaitlyn. Kerriann is a
sophomore at Westminster Christian Academy and
enjoys playing piano and guitar. Kaitlyn is in the eighth
grade at Parkway West Middle School and enjoys
drawing, baking and playing the violin. Kevin works for
Leidos as an environmental consultant. Ellie is a
stay-at-home mom and has a small business called,
Sweet Ellie’s Truffles. The family enjoys traveling,
movies and playing games.

John and Jessica Felchner + Lorelei & Eleanor
John and Jessica have been married for almost three
years and have two daughters. Lorelei is 21-month-old
and Eleanor is 11-week-old. They are from Louisville, KY.
John is the Corporate Transportation Manager for
Carboline Company located in Maryland Heights. Jess is
the Productive Writing Manager for U.S. Bank. They
love spending time with their family and friends. Their
lives revolve around Eleanor and Lorelei who loves
dancing and Daniel the Tiger. John loves football (FSU)
and Jess loves shopping and cooking.

Scott and Daneen Hanson
Scott and Daneen have been married for
33 years. Scott has worked in the IT field
for most of his career and currently
operates a Commercial Finance business
and continues to do occasional freelance
IT work. Daneen has been an elementary
school teacher for 25 years and is
currently teaching 4th grade at Grace
Chapel Lutheran School in Bellefontaine
Neighbors. She is also an Independent
Consultant for Epicure. They have two
adult children, Brett and Amanda, and two
grandchildren Keegan and Brayden. Scott
and Daneen love traveling to warm places
when they can and spending time with
their family, especially their grandsons.

Angie Schreiber
Angela has lived in the St. Louis area her
entire life. She works with health
insurance companies for Washington
University in the Medical School. She
loves Cardinal baseball and the Blues
hockey! Angie is an avid reader. One of
her great joys is playing board games with
her extended family. Angie likes to travel,
and she enjoys being a new aunt to her
nephew, Elias.
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