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PASTOR’S NOTE
PA S T O R BO N GA R D S BO N GA R D @ CK H OM E . O R G

The Bible readings for the Sundays in Lent this year take us on a journey that
begins with ashes. In some ways, this past year has felt like an extended Ash
Wednesday, with constant reminders of our mortality. Those words that we
say with the imposition of Ashes, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust
you shall return” ring as loudly in our ears during this year of pandemic as
ever.
Yet the ashes of Ash Wednesday (February 17) are made on our foreheads in
the shape of the cross. The story of this world, the story of our lives, the
stories of the people we love, do not ultimately end in ashes. While the
struggle of being dust that shall return to dust is painfully evident this year,
even more powerful is the cross of Jesus. While Jesus returned to the dust of
the earth, just as we do, he emerged from the dust into resurrection life. That
is our fate as well. Baptized into Christ, marked with the cross on our
foreheads and on our hearts, God raises us each day to new life and will one
day raise us forever with Christ.
Our sermon series for weekends in Lent will be a powerful reminder that God
never leaves us in ashes; in Christ, God restores us and breathes new life into
us, both in this life and into eternity.
Sermon Topics for Weekend Worship in Lent:
February 21: From Ashes to Assurance
February 28: From Ashes to Life
March 7: From Ashes to Passion
March 14: From Ashes to Love
March 21: From Ashes to Service

Pastor Steve Bongard

PASTOR’S NOTE
PA S T O R M EG G E R S DM EG G E R S @ CK H OM E . O R G
DEAR FRIENDS
IN CHRIST,
I hope the
accompanying
pictures of our
Share/Care
event are worth
thousands and
thousands of
words to you.
Those of us who
were involved just don’t have enough words to
convey the JOY and HOPE and
CONNECTION that accompanied these boxes.
Here are a few from our recipients:
“...you made a truly HOPEFUL package”
“...it made me so happy to know
someone cared…”
“...I don’t think I have ever had
something so thoughtful”
Our next effort to Share and Care with one
another, especially those who are most
vulnerable and most confined by Covid-19, will
coincide with Lent. We will have in-person Ash
Wednesday Services as in years past. However,
on the remainder of the Lenten Wednesdays
our Mid-day Lenten gatherings will be virtual.
No soup this year but we hope to bring you
something especially suited to these times.
Our own Dr. John Eckrich has written a book
entitled: “Fear, Anxiety and Wellness.” At
11:30am on each of our 5 Lenten Wednesdays

we will open with the Invocation and Prayer
followed by a beautiful Hymn of Invitation. Dr.
Eckrich will then take over. His presentations
will be ZOOM/virtual and ever so timely for
this season. Following is our schedule.
I. February 24: Fear and Anxiety
II. March 3: Guilt and Shame
III. March 10: Conflict Resolution
IV. March 17: Anxiety and the Place of Spiritual
Disciplines: Meditative Prayer
V. March 24: Anxiety and the Place of Spiritual
Disciplines: Fasting and Prayer
Each presentation will be approximately 25
minutes. Books will be available for those who
would like this resource. You can pick them up
at the front desk, or if you cannot pick up, a
copy can be mailed to you. The books are free
but your generous free-will donation would
help support Grace Place Wellness, a ministry
which Dr. Eckrich was instrumental in starting.
This special Lenten time of devotion and
renewal is open to all. Even if you do not have
the book, you will be enriched by Dr. Eckrich.
Invite a friend. Share with us and Care with us.
Our Zoom link can be found on our website at
ckhome.org/adults

JOYfully,
PM
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Greetings in Jesus,
We are looking forward to the Lenten season at Concordia.
Christians around the world reflect during this time of the
year on their own sin and the need for a savior. This year is
no different. Once again Christians will be called to think
about the life of Jesus to remember His love for all people.
His sacrifice. His suffering. His service for all.
At Concordia, Lenten worship is part of our confirmation
program. We believe that worship forms people and Lent is
part of this experience. To help with this formation, we will
have a midweek church service opportunity on Wednesday
to think about the Lenten story of Jesus. At confirmation our
students participate in this worship and we invite you to as
well. Worship helps to form and shape God's people of all
ages. This year we invite you to attend either in-person
Wednesday worship or watch online. Remember and reflect
on this significant part of the life of Jesus and what it means
for all people.
Jesus loves you and so does Concordia. We look forward to
our continued growth in the Gospel together. Have a great
Lenten season in the Lord.

Blessings,
Pastor Jacob Schultz

FINA NCE & MINISTRY
KRISTIN ANDERSON KANDERSON@CKHOME.ORG

Chief Operating Officer

YOUTH DIRECTOR UPDATE
We are working to fill our Search Committee for the Director of Youth position. In the next
4 weeks we will confirm the Job Description, contact the LCMS District, and solicit the
congregation for candidates. Our goal would be to begin interviewing candidates this
spring. Pastor Jacob will lead the Search Committee. Please feel free to reach out to him
with questions or suggestions at jschultz@ckhome.org.
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Today we give thanks to God for his grace so faithfully at work through the Concordia over
this past year. We are so thankful as we are for your generosity during one of our most
challenging years. In fact, even though so many of your favorite ministries looked different
and we could not gather as we normally do, offerings were only down 1.5% for the year!
Because our subsequent year’s budget is dependent on prior year offerings, our strong
2020 performance left us in a better financial position at the start of 2021 than expected.
Your investment in and commitment to our church made this possible.
Because of your gifts we were able to provide a strong livestream presence when in-person
worship was not possible. We have been able to safely return to in-person worship with
extra safety measures in place. Your gifts provided Care and Share baskets for more than
500 homes We also provided food for the people in Kawete, Uganda. Together we provided
the life-changing love of Jesus.
We begin 2021 with much gratitude and hope. We are in the process of developing a new
vision as we hopefully emerge from this pandemic to reach more people with the good
news of the gospel through digital outreach and engaging more of us in serve
opportunities. We will be sharing these plans in a few months, when we are better able to
meet together.

Below is a summary of 2020 Inbound results and the proposed 2021 Inbound Budget. The
Congregation will vote to approve this budget at our Assembly Meeting on Tuesday,
February 9th at 7:00 on Zoom (link in 2/2/21 Front Page and emailed Friday, Feb 5th).
CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH 2021 PROPOSED BUDGET & 2020 ACTUALS

YOU TH ACTI V ITIES
N AT H A N D E H N N D E H N @ C K H O M E . O R G

Youth Director
Calendars get crowded and time seems to fly by even quicker in 2021! I want to
share with you what events are coming up for Junior and Senior Youth during the
rest of the school year. Each gathering is focused on growing a deeper relationship
with God, developing relationships with other Christians, and having fun with all our
different activities.
For more information please visit our website at ckhome.org/connect/senior-youth

SUNDAY RESET
For any high schooler from 6:30-8:30
Feb 21
Mar 7
Mar 21
Apr 11
Apr 25
May 16
FRIDAY INVITE NIGHTS
For any high schooler
Feb 12
Mar 5
Apr 9
May 7
FRIDAY IMPACT NIGHTS
For any middle schooler
Feb 19
Mar 12
April 16
May 14

SPEC I A L NEEDS MIN ISTRY
J E S S I C A C R AW F O R D J C R AW F O R D @ C K H O M E . O R G

Director of Children & Families with Special Needs
IT’S FINALLY TIME, CONCORDIA!

For more information on volunteering at the

IN JUST A HANDFUL OF DAYS NIGHT TO

Shine Thru, please contact Jessica Crawford at

SHINE WILL BE HERE!

jcrawford@ckhome.org or sign up at
ckhome.org/resources/night-to-shine

I am so pleased to say that not even a global
pandemic can keep us from sharing the deep

February in St. Louis is very cold! If you have

and wide love of Christ with our Honored

an outdoor heater and/or fire pit you would be

Guests with special needs.

willing to lend to the Shine Thru on February
12th, contact Jessica Crawford at

Yes, Night to Shine will look different this year,
but the excitement our Guests feel about this
event and movement remains the same: for it’s
this movement that reminds them that they are
loved, they have value and they have a God in
heaven who has a plan and purpose for their
life. And who doesn’t love being crowned king
or queen of the prom!?
If you are able, I encourage you to join us at the
Shine Thru (February 12th, 4-6pm) and clap
and cheer for our Honored Guests as they drive
along the red carpet. It’s not everyday you get
to shine the love of Jesus to people with
special needs and their families from all over
the St. Louis area just by standing outside in
February and cheering!
I want to extend a huge thank you to everyone
who donated time, goods and effort this year
toward Night to Shine. The generosity of
Concordia knows no bounds!

314-374-0682 or jcrawford@ckhome.org.

WORSHIP ARTS
BRENDAN K NORP BK NORP@CK HOME.ORG

Director for the Worship Arts
Here is a list of dates for our special Lent and Holy Week services this year. As with all
public gatherings these days, it’s subject to change. If we are unable to meet in-person
for any of the planned services, we will provide a video for home worship.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17 – ASH WEDNESDAY
7am Sanctuary – A brief service of Confession and imposition of ashes.
11am Sanctuary – Worship with communion and imposition of ashes.
7pm Concordia Center – Worship with communion and imposition of ashes. Available to
watch livestream or online after the service. Sign Interpreter provided.
Please note: we are committed to putting the health and well-being of our worshipers
first. The traditional method of receiving ashes on your forehead from a pastor is not
feasible at this time. We are exploring other options which, like communion, will not
require contact from another individual.
LENTEN MIDWEEK WORSHIP
In-person midweek services will be held in the Concordia Center at 6:15pm on February
24, March 3, March 10, March 17, and March 24. Available to watch livestream or online
after the service. Sign Interpreter provided.
In lue of morning service, we will be offering an 11:30 am zoom with Pastor Meggers and
Dr. John Eckrich. This is open to anyone who would like to attend and at only 25
minutes, we hope that even working people can take advantage of this opportunity over
their lunch hour. See Pastor Meggers’ article for more detailed information.

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP
Sunday, March 28 – Palm Sunday
Regular weekend worship times:
Saturday 5pm and Sunday 8am in the Sanctuary
Sunday 9:30 (Livestream and sign interpreted) and 11:00 in the
Concordia Center
Thursday, April 1 – Maundy Thursday
11am service in the Sanctuary
7pm service in the Concordia Center. Available to watch livestream
or online after the service.
Sign Interpreter provided.
Friday, April 2 – Good Friday
11am service in the Sanctuary
7pm service in the Concordia Center. Available to watch livestream
or online after the service.
Sign Interpreter provided.
Saturday, April 3 - Easter Worship
5pm service in the Sanctuary
Sunday, April 4 – Easter Worship
We will hold services in both the Sanctuary and Concordia Center
simultaneously to make 6 service times available to register for.
Service times are 8am, 9:30am, and 11am.
Sign Interpreter provided at 9:30am in the Concordia Center

SH A R ING LOV E
SHARON EMA SEMA@CKHOME.ORG

Director for the Healing Arts

WHAT TO EXPECT AT YOUR APPOINTMENT TO GET
VACCINATED FOR COVID-19
It’s important for everyone to continue using all the tools
available to help stop this pandemic as we learn more
about how COVID-19 vaccines work in real-world
conditions. Cover your mouth and nose with a mask when
around others, stay at least 6 feet away from others, avoid
crowds, and wash your hands often.
Because COVID-19 is a new disease with new vaccines,
you may have questions about what happens before,
during, and after your appointment to get vaccinated.
These tips will help you know what to expect when you get
vaccinated, what information your provider will give you,
and resources you can use to monitor your health after
you are vaccinated.
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