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P r act i c e
When I was playing on the middle school

Maybe something you’re not good at. Or

basketball team, I couldn’t properly shoot a

maybe something you’re already good at but

left-handed layup. A right-handed layup was

want to be better. Maybe it’s regular prayer.

no problem for me. But I just couldn’t get my

Or daily Bible reading. Or developing one of

feet and my hands to coordinate for a

the fruits of the Spirit – love, joy, peace,

left-handed layup. I could have just given up, I

patience, kindness, godliness, self-control. It

suppose. But instead I went out into the

could be gratitude or forgiveness. Pick one.

driveway every evening, even though it was

Read and learn all you can about it. And

cold and dark, and I painstakingly trained my

practice it. Every day. Not because you want

body how to do a left-handed layup. No one

to impress God or earn God’s favor; you

could do it for me. I just had to practice, repeat

already have God’s favor unconditionally by

it over and over, until it became, if not entirely

grace through Christ. But because God works

natural, at least the resemblance of a decent

through ordinary people like you and me to

left-handed layup.

shine the light of his love into this hurt and

We’ve just celebrated Easter. Author and pastor

broken world. Christ is risen! Alleluia! He is

NT Wright once wrote about how we Christians

risen indeed! Alleluia!

are pretty good at Lent – we pray more, worship
more, perhaps give something up, have great
Holy Week worship. And Easter Sunday is a
great celebration. But then what? Wright
contends that Christians ought to be putting
more energy into the seven weeks between
Easter and Pentecost. We ought to be doing
things that lead a skeptical world to ask, “Why
are you doing such outrageously kind and
joyful things?” I think Wright is right (pun
intended). Easter season is our left-handed
layup.
So this Easter season, how about taking on
some aspect of Christian life and practicing it.

Pastor Steve Bongard
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“A llelu i a, C h r i st
i s R i s en!”

work to do!” She’s exactly right. This news
means more people need our Christian love.
More people need to experience mercy and no
one knows mercy like Christians because
there is no mercy like the mercy of Jesus.
As we begin to emerge from some of the
pandemic restrictions, and we do so carefully
and responsibly, we will have even greater
opportunities to touch people with Jesus.
Our Older Adults are planning a socially
distanced, outdoor re-emergence gathering in
June. It will most likely be on June 3.
However, as with all things pandemic, we will
remain flexible and comfortable with calling

It was so good, so good indeed to hear the

that our tentative “reunion date.” Most likely

congregation resound to those words of

a lunch and lots of time for conversation with

Praise on this Easter.

folks you may not have seen for awhile.

It was so uplifting to hear live singing

As His instruments, there is one very easy and

accompanied by such talented musicians.

far reaching way you can share Jesus. When

It was inspiring to see that gorgeous sunrise

you watch our services or Mug(s) with Megs,

as we drove to worship early on that Easter

or you see something inspiring on our

morning.

Facebook page, hit the “SHARE” button. It is

And now? Onward as His instruments. You

so simple and yet so powerful. Even if you

may have heard that fewer than 50% of people

worship in person, go to our recorded service

in the U.S. (for the first time) claim a religious

and hit “SHARE.” We are finding many people

affiliation. Upon hearing that news, one of our

are receptive to Jesus online.

staff remarked, “That means we have lots of
“He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!”

JOYfully,
PM
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G r eet i n g s i n J es u s,
This year, confirmation concludes at the end of April. As we
look back on this wonderful year, we have learned and grown
so much together. Studying God's Word is always powerful
and impactful as we know from the Holy Scriptures that
God's Word never returns void.
And for this article I would like to highlight the wonderful
people that make the confirmation program possible. We are
blessed with tremendous adult volunteers. These helpers
lead small groups, coordinate supplies, and record the
various lessons. Without this army of servant hearted
individuals, this program would not be possible. From the
bottom of the entire congregation’s heart, thank you!
And this is also a good place to encourage others in the faith
as well. Maybe you have a gift of service that you can share
with this local congregation. Maybe you have a gift of
service for others outside of our community. I encourage
you to serve. God has given us all tremendous gifts. Serve
those around you with the love and compassion because of
the love shown first to us.

Blessings,
Pastor Jacob Schultz
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Children’s Ministry Director

t h e s eas o n h as c h a n g ed...
and Spring is in full swing and a joyous Easter
celebration we can see the new life growing
around us and take comfort and joy in the new
life we have in Christ Jesus through our
baptism and the resurrection of Jesus.
As seasons change, our children continue to
change as well. As we have endured a lot of
change this past year, our children have also
endured it. May we ask God to use these
changes to strengthen our children and their
faith. That they may see God’s goodness and
his provisions. As life returns to a little bit more
“normalcy” we may become busier once again
with the hustle and bustle of everyday life. We
as parents can demonstrate the importance of
setting aside time for worship, for spending
time in God’s Word, caring for others., and
reminding them that God is always with us and
will never leave us.

Check out these verses as a reminder for the
comfort we have in a God who is with us:
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not
be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you
wherever you go.” John 1:9
“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed,
for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will
help you, I will uphold you with my righteous
right hand.” Isaiah 41:10
“Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be
in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God
who goes with you. He will not leave you or
forsake you.” Deuteronomy 31:6
“For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things
to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39
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Youth Director

G en ero s i ty i s at t h e h ea rt
o f o u r c o n g r egat i o n!
Easter 2021 will be one I remember forever. I have the
privilege of helping with behind the scene logistics and
volunteers for Sunday worship services and was nervous
about gathering for Easter during a pandemic. Thankfully,
we had generous congregation members donate time
from their Easter mornings to help make Easter services
run smooth. It was a huge blessing knowing others
cheerfully volunteered in necessary roles, allowing me to
talk and catch up with other members of the
congregation who I haven’t seen since last March.
We regularly need volunteers to help us check people in
for worship as a greeter or families to help us sanitize the
worship spaces after services. If you’re available and
willing to help, it’d be a huge blessing! Please let me
know if you’re interested in helping at
ndehn@ckhome.org
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Director of Children & Families with Special Needs

Did you know that an empty Easter egg can
mean something other than the fact that
someone got to the candy before you?

I t ca n i n d eed!
For the past few years, Easter has looked
exactly the same in our Adults with Special
Needs Bible Fellowship class: Resurrection
Eggs. These eggs are typically used to teach

goes fast and there’s a good chance you have

the story of Easter to children but they are a

quite a few empty plastic eggs lingering around

perfect hands-on and engaging way to teach

your house. As you put these eggs away for

this very important lesson to our adult learners

next year, I urge you to remember what they

as well. Each egg is always opened with

can represent: the empty tomb, the victory over

anticipation and delight. I have found that the

death and the Devil, and the peace and hope

cracker that represents the Last Supper and

found in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

three dimes that represent Judas’ betrayal are
some of our class favorites.
After opening so many eggs and each time
finding a piece of the story inside, it always
comes as a shock when our learners eventually
open the empty egg. An empty plastic egg to
represent the empty tomb. He is risen! It takes
just one empty plastic egg to teach our adult
learners that death, sin and suffering have been
defeated through Jesus’ resurrection.
If your family is anything like mine, the candy
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Director for the Worship Arts

“Wo o d a n d N a i ls”
There are a lot of worship services that take place leading up to Easter
and we sing a lot of music. Some of these songs are what we think of
as “standards” in the cannon of Holy Week music: All Glory Laud and
Honor on Palm Sunday, O Sacred Head Now Wounded on Good
Friday, Jesus Christ is Risen Today on Easter Sunday. Some of these
tunes are only sung on one day out of the entire year, which can even
make them seem unfamiliar to someone who hasn’t grown up learning
them. One of the things we try and look for each year is that ‘one
song’ that enhances our message. This year, we had two of those
songs which we tied closely to our preaching: “’Wood and Nails” on
Good Friday and “Is He Worthy?” on Easter. Both of them are deep
and powerful songs with lyrics blended perfectly with their melodies. If
you haven’t heard it already, I’d invite you to take some time to reflect
on the lyrics of Wood and Nails and to watch the video we made for it
on Good Friday. The text paints a beautiful picture of Jesus as both a
carpenter and savior. I find the final stanzas most moving: the vision of
the new Kingdom where we see symbols of death (wooden coffins and
weapons) transformed into symbols of life (flower beds and plowshares,
respectively). I hope you are blest by the message as well:
(You can watch the video here: https://vimeo.com/534013059)

“Wo o d a n d N a i ls”
O humble carpenter down on your hands and knees

Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine

Look on your handiwork and build a house

Yet not I, but through Christ in me

So you may dwell in Me
The night is dark but I am not forsaken
In Your scar-borne hands

For by my side, the Savior He will stay

O show me how to work and praise

I labor on in weakness and rejoicing

Trusting that I am Your instrument

For in my need, His power is displayed
To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me

O loving laborer with the sweat upon your face

Through the deepest valley He will lead

O build a table that I too may join you

Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome

In the father's place

Yet not I, but through Christ in me

The kingdom’s come and built upon

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven

Wood and nails gripped with joyfulness

The future sure, the price it has been paid

So send me out within Your ways

For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon

Knowing that the task is finished

And He was raised to overthrow the grave
To this I hold, my sin has been defeated

The dead will rise and give You praise

Jesus now and ever is my plea

Wood and nails will not hold them down

Oh the chains are released, I can sing: I am free

These wooden tombs we’ll break them soon

Yet not I, but through Christ in me

And fashion them into flower beds
With every breath I long to follow Jesus
The curse is done the battle won

For He has said that He will bring me home

Swords bent down into plowshares

And day by day I know He will renew me

Your scar-borne hands we’ll join with them

Until I stand with joy before the throne

Serving at the table You’ve prepared

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
All the glory evermore to Him
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
There is no more for heaven now to give
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
For my life is wholly bound to His

Yet not I, but through Christ in me
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Director for the Healing Arts

Ca r e C o n t i n u es O n…
The Share and Care Basket effects are

How might you care for another today?

still around. I called a member last

Does someone come to mind? Pray

week. She shared that she had been in

and act on it. Share with me what

the house for many months and waited

happens at sema@ckhome.org.

for an opportunity to share her other
basket. Her sister was able to come by
recently, so she gave the basket to her.
The two of them opened and enjoyed
the basket! Her sister was so thrilled!
She shared, “It was perfect!” They both
enjoyed going through all of the items
or “treasures.” Most of all, they were so
grateful to the Lord for this unexpected
gift from those at Concordia. It was just
what they both needed at that time.We
are called to care for each other.
Perhaps, it might be a phone call, prayer,
or gift. We are to reach out to one
another in love. God does the rest. It is
in His time that it is the perfect time.
Join with me to strive to be open and
ready to comfort someone, share their
joy, and be a reminder of the Lord’s
presence. The Lord’s care continues on!
Thank you Lord!

Wa n t to c o n n ect w i t h a n ot h er
m em b er at C o n c o r d i a?
You can access our directory, as well as register for worship,
view upcoming events and give offering through the Ministry
One App! Download on your smart phone for free!
Here are three simple steps to get started:
1. Download Church by MinistryOne in the App Store or
Google Play.
2. Search for Concordia Lutheran Church.
3. Select Concordia & begin exploring! Turn on notifications to
receive important updates from Concordia!
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314-822-7772
505 S. KIRKWOOD ROAD,
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