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PASTOR ’S NOTE
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em erg e
I’m getting a sense that we are beginning to emerge
from the pandemic.
The word “emerge” comes from the combination of
two Latin words: “e,” which is short for “ex,” which
means out of; and “mergere,” which means to dip or
sink. To emerge, then, means to arise or come out
from anything that surrounds, covers, or conceals.
The pandemic has surrounded us in so many ways.
We have literally been covering our faces with masks.
For many months during the past year, the most
vulnerable among us have been concealed for their
own safety. But now we’re starting to arise, to come
out of it, to emerge.
The Bible is filled with stories of God’s people
emerging, all of it leading up to the ultimate
emerging – Jesus’ rising up from the tomb.
Genesis tells how God spoke and caused creation to
emerge from nothing.
Noah and his family emerged from the ark and
entered into the work of making a new beginning in a
radically changed world.
Joseph emerged from the pit into which his brothers
had thrown him. Though his way was challenging, God
led him to a position where he served the community.
And God used him to demonstrate powerful
forgiveness.
The Israelites emerged from the Red Sea and set
forth on a joyful and arduous journey to the promised
land.
Jesus went down into the waters of the Jordan and
was baptized by John. Jesus emerged from the water
to bring forth the Reign of God as he healed, taught,

preached, challenged, and comforted people.
Having been crucified, Jesus emerged from the
tomb, resurrected, to give hope to all those held in
death’s grip.
The disciples emerged from cowering in a locked
room filled with fear immediately after Jesus’
resurrection. Filled with the Spirit at Pentecost,
they began to make disciples of all nations, just as
Jesus had said they would, by baptizing and
teaching.
Now God is leading us to emerge from this
pandemic. At this point, no one has all the answers
about how to emerge. So it might be best at this
point to ask ourselves some good questions:
What can we learn from these Biblical emerging
experiences?
How might God be using the experience of a
pandemic to help us to be renewed both as
individual Christians and together as a church?
What should remain the same for Christians as we
emerge? What needs to change?
How is God calling Concordia to emerge in ways
that connect with people who have lost, or never
even had, a connection with Jesus?
In the coming months let’s prayerfully work
together to discover God’s guidance as we emerge
from the pandemic into the next chapter God has
in store for us.

Pastor Steve Bongard
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d ea r fr i en d s i n c h r i st,
It helps to remember.

That was then and this is now. Many of the

Following (in italics) are excerpts from last May’s

challenges have been met and many still lie before

Connection:

us. Perhaps the most challenging element is the as
yet uncertainty of how life goes forward in this

Remember the time? As of this writing, May 4 will see

pandemic. Opportunities have been seized as we

Missouri businesses allowed to reopen and limitations on

strengthen our Worship streaming and our ability

social gatherings will be lifted as long as the six foot social

to host hybrid Zoom and in-person gatherings.

distance is maintained.

Recently, we have been able to slowly reintroduce
in-person bible study and increase our worship

Remember the challenges? How will we gather? What

capacity as more are being vaccinated. We were

will social distancing look like in worship? How will we ensure

able to pause and celebrate 30+ years of Lifelight

sanitary conditions? In short, how will we love you and serve

Bible Study and the 17 years of leadership under

you and keep one another safe even as we crave our coming

Rev. Dr. Steve Carter and his wife, Gail. God has

together again?

blessed us and God will continue to bless us
forward.

Meet this thing called “ZOOM”: Zoom has
become a regular part of my life.

If you are an older adult, put this on your future

Pastor Steve Carter was able to Zoom the last few weeks of

blessing calendar: Thursday, June 3rd will be our

Lifelight Bible Study. Pastor Matt Hoehner, Exec. Director of

first Older Adult In-Person gathering. It will be

Christ Community Lutheran School, began a Sunday

hosted by our Ageless Generations. We are still

morning Bible Project Zoom hosted study. Would you believe

working the details but so far, and with the latest

there were over 60 folks in attendance this past Sunday?

county guidelines, we are hopeful.

Remember the opportunities: I hope your eyes, like
mine, are being opened to some wonderful new opportunities
for us to expand our Bible Studies. I hope our eyes are being
opened to how we can use these digital tools to reach those
who are outside our buildings.

JOYfully,
PM
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G r eet i n g s i n J es u s,
We are looking forward to a summer of youth ministry at Concordia. Starting in June,
every other week we are holding IMPACT nights on Wednesdays for 6-8 grade
students. These are moments to gather and be formed by faith and fun. Each week we
will rejoice and have fun in the gifts from God. While these events will happen through
the summer, we will conclude the summer with our All Youth Retreat. The dates are
August 27, 28, and 29. It will either be at our typical location of Camp Williamson, or it
will be a modified version at Concordia based on COVID restrictions. We will make a
final decision as we get closer.
We are also excited to share that the search for our new youth minister conversation is
narrowing. Concordia will welcome Emily Schatz and her family for an in-person visit
on May 16. You will see her at the 9:30 service and the youth families will have an
opportunity to visit with her following the service. Emily has served two congregations
with the most recent being in Colorado. She is a native of Saint Louis and graduated
with a DCE major from Concordia Chicago in 2016. Please continue to keep this
process in your prayers as we welcome this family.
God is faithful. We not only look forward to a summer of youth ministry at Concordia,
we look forward to His continued blessings every day of our lives. Rejoice and give
thanks for the blessings He gives to you. God is good.

Blessings,
Pastor Jacob Schultz

FINANCE & MIN ISTRY
KRISTIN ANDERSON KANDERSON@CKHOME.ORG

Chief Operating Officer

wo m en's m i n i st ry to lau n c h o n li n e at
concordia!
We are excited to announce a new Women’s Ministry at Concordia! One thing the
last year taught us is that we all need personal community, but that community
does not always happen on a particular date and time inside a church building.
For example, through our recorded worship, our homes now worship at any time
throughout the week. The same holds true for ministries outside of worship.
Meeting scheduling and Bible Study attendance is more consistent now that
people can Zoom in. Our lives are busy and sometimes it is hard to commit to a
specific day, time, and place for spiritual growth. A key learning from the
pandemic is that Church does not always have to happen in a building. Church
happens in a community – and that community can also be online.
To that end, utilizing Facebook, we launch CK Women online. A place for women
to inspire, be fed, prayed for, and connect with one another daily (or whenever
they choose). The platform will also be used as a springboard to plan, organize,
and encourage in-person service, fellowship and spiritual growth and discipleship
opportunities in and around the church.

What Do es A Week O n li n e
Loo k Li ke?
The weekly calendar encourages people to

our families or youth group.

both develop personally and engage and

Throughout the week – all women are

encourage others. Upon the initial launch, the

encouraged to post and inspire. No need to

plan is follows:

wait until the “right day.” The plan above just
ensures continuity and steady involvement.

Mondays: The previous Sunday’s sermon
posted with a related thought provoking

When Can I Join?

question to discuss.

We plan to launch the CK Women Facebook

Tuesday/Thursday: Utilizing the Bible App, we

group sometime in May. Watch your email for

will work our way through a specific Bible

the announcement of how to join the

Study plan. We will start with “The Power of a

community!

Woman’s Words,” a 10 day plan. We will

What if I am not on Facebook?

discuss this plan on Tuesdays and Thursdays

We utilize Facebook because it is the most

so it will take 5 weeks to complete it. Each

widely connected platform. If you are hesitant

plan will be facilitated by a volunteer.

to participate on Facebook, there is a way you

Wednesdays: Prayer request day. We ask

can join Facebook but only CK Women online.

everyone how we can best pray for them and

Meaning, the only people who can see you will

an online facilitator encourages prayer

be the women in our private group.

throughout the day along with the already

How do I learn more?

established Concordia Prayer team led by

Please feel free to email Kristin Anderson at

Sharon Ema.

kanderson@ckhome.org or call at

Fridays: Announcements/reminders and

314-409-6821.

service ideas. So much goes on within

CK Women Online is designed to help you

Concordia and outside our walls. Fridays are

Renew relationships, Grow in Christ, and be

set aside to inform, inspire, and encourage

inspired to Go and serve others. We look

action.

forward to you joining us!

Saturday/Sunday: Each weekend, one question
will be posted to encourage the sharing,
caring, and spreading joy. Something like the
Joys, Junk, and Jesus many of us do within

SPEC IAL NEEDS MIN ISTRY
J E S S I C A C R AW F O R D J C R AW F O R D @ C K H O M E . O R G

Director of Children & Families with Special Needs

w h et h er w e k n ow i t o r
n ot, w e a r e a lways
c o m m u n i cat i n g.

In our class, these cards would be used to
create sentences like “Jesus is awesome” and “I
can praise Jesus.” This child, who
communicates primarily non-verbally,

There are many different forms of

communicated so much to me with those four

communication and the exact number depends

little pictures. She knows Jesus. She loves

on who you ask. Four. Five. Seven. Verbal.

Jesus. She is thankful for Jesus and all He has

Non-verbal. Visual. The list goes on.

done for her. Jesus is awesome. Praise Jesus.

We utilize many different forms of

I invite you to examine how you are

communication to meet the communication

communicating your own personal faith to

and learning needs of our kiddos and adults.

those around you. How are you conveying that

One of the ways we do this is by using picture

Christ is at the center of your life through not

cards. As I was cleaning up one day recently, I

just your verbal interactions but your

noticed that four picture cards had been taken

non-verbal, written and visual communications

from four different activities. Now I knew

as well?

exactly who had done this so I went about

When I was pondering this myself, one of my

looking for the cards. When I found them a

favorite chapel songs growing up came to mind

little later, I was overjoyed at what I saw.

and I’ve been singing it ever since.
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our
love. They will know we are Christians by our love.

FA MILY ACTIVITIES
R E B EC CA S C H U LT Z R S C H U LT Z @ C K H O M E . O R G

Children’s Ministry Director

s u m m er i s j u st a ro u n d t h e c o r n er...
A relaxing time when our schedules are often less predictable. But despite slow or busy
schedules, keeping our spiritual life healthy is critical as we care for our children and our own
relationship with Christ. As we enter this summer season, here are some ideas to keep your
family connected this summer!
1.

Worship together

2.

Read a bible story together and then draw/color a picture to go along with it

3.

Listen to worship music

4.

Be intentional about including Jesus in your daily conversations.

5.

Lead a small group at KidsMin- it is powerful for children to see their parents teaching

God’s word
6.

Pray together daily

7.

Pray for your children

God is faithful. Keep praying for your kids and those around you. You are loved by Jesus and
your church family.

WORSHIP ARTS
BRENDAN K NORP BK NORP@CK HOME.ORG

Director for the Worship Arts

“c h r i st i s m i n e
fo r ev er m o r e”
I’ve had some time these past few weeks to look

Mine are days here as a stranger, pilgrim on a

for new hymns and songs for our church to sing. It

narrow way

always makes me appreciate the skill involved in

One with Christ I will encounter harm and hatred

creating and pairing a great text with a great

for His name

melody. Here’s a hymn by CityAlight that I think

But mine is armor for this battle strong enough to

does that very well. What stood out to me the

last the war

most is how, on Verses 1-3, the first two lines

And He has said He will deliver safely to the golden

acknowledge the real concerns and fears we all

shore

struggle with. Then they follow that thought with
the reality that, in Christ, we have all that we need

And mine are keys to Zion city where beside the

to arrive safely home. You can listen to it here:

King I walk

https://youtu.be/roQovDZeAWE

For there my heart has found its treasure; Christ is
mine forevermore

Mine are days that God has numbered; I was

Come rejoice now, O my soul, for His love is my

made to walk with Him

reward

Yet, I look for worldly treasure and forsake the

Fear is gone and hope is sure; Christ is mine

King of kings

forevermore

But mine is hope in my Redeemer; though I fall,
His love is sure
For Christ has paid for every failing; I am His
forevermore
Mine are tears in times of sorrow, darkness not yet
understood
Through the valley I must travel where I see no
earthly good
But mine is peace that flows from heaven, and the
strength in times of need
I know my pain will not be wasted; Christ
completes His work in me

CCLI Song # 7036096
Jonny Robinson | Rich Thompson
© 2016 CityAlight Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing
(Integrity Music, David C Cook))
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 852886

SHARING LOVE
SHARON EMA SEMA@CKHOME.ORG

Director for the Healing Arts

r es o u rc es fo r fa m i li es
c o p i n g w i t h m en ta l a n d
s u b sta n c e u s e d i s o r d ers
Every family is unique, but all families share a bond
that can be used to support one another during
trying times.
While there is no one-size-fits-all solution for
helping a family member who is drinking too much,
using drugs, or dealing with a mental illness,

challenges that come from helping a loved one
with a mental or substance use disorder can be
taxing, so caregivers should take steps to prioritize
their own health as well.
Family members may be more likely to notice
when their loved ones are experiencing changes in
mood or behavior. Being able to offer support,
family members can connect those in need with
treatment, resources, and services to begin and
stay on their recovery journey.

research shows that family support can play a major

Need Help?

role in helping a loved one with mental and

If you, or a family member, needs help with a

substance use disorders.

mental or substance use disorder, call SAMHSA’s

When a family member is experiencing a mental or

National Helpline at 1-800-662-HELP (4357) or

substance use disorder, it can affect more than just

TTY: 1-800-487-4889, or use SAMHSA’s

the person in need of recovery. Evidence has shown

Behavioral Health Treatment Services Locator to

that some people have a genetic predisposition for

get help.

developing mental and substance use disorders,

Many things have changed with Covid 19, however,

and may be at greater risk based on environmental

families are still affected by substance use

factors such as having grown up in a home affected

disorders. I’m here to help with referral assistance,

by a family member’s mental health or history of

education and support as a certified reciprocal

substance use. Families should be open to the

alcohol and drug counselor.

options of support groups or family therapy and
counseling, which can improve treatment
effectiveness by supporting the whole family.
It is also important to remember that the unique

Wa n t to c o n n ect w i t h a n ot h er
m em b er at C o n c o r d i a?
You can access our directory, as well as register for worship,
view upcoming events and give offering through the Ministry
One App! Download on your smart phone for free!
Here are three simple steps to get started:
1. Download Church by MinistryOne in the App Store or
Google Play.
2. Search for Concordia Lutheran Church.
3. Select Concordia & begin exploring! Turn on notifications to
receive important updates from Concordia!

CKHOME.ORG
314-822-7772
505 S. KIRKWOOD ROAD,
KIRKWOOD, MO US 63122

