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A Word of Encouragement
Disappointment. Frustration. Impatience.
Sadness. Fear. Isolation: with cases spreading
and new COVID restrictions in effect, these are
just some of the feelings that many of us are
experiencing. We had hoped that a new surge in
cases wouldn’t happen, but now it has. I am
reminded of the two disciples on the road to
Emmaus in Luke 24. They were leaving
Jerusalem after seeing Jesus crucified. They
were sad. They had hoped that Jesus was the
one to redeem Israel. Their hope had been
dashed, they thought. But then a stranger
came alongside them and reminded them of
God’s history of redeeming his people: Noah
and his family, the Israelites out of Egypt, Jonah
from the belly of a great fish, Daniel in the
lion’s den. As the stranger spoke, they began to
be encouraged, to see that God was still
redeeming; all that had happened before led
up to Jesus’s death and resurrection. When they
broke bread with the stranger, they finally saw
that the stranger was the risen Jesus, present
with them all along.
A stranger appearing from nowhere yet one
who, somehow, seems closer than anyone who
had ever told that story. The loss, the grief, the
guilt, the fear, the glimpses of hope, and the
many unanswered questions that battled for
attention in their restless minds, all these were

lifted up by this stranger and placed in the
context of a story much larger than their
own. What had seemed so confusing began
to offer new horizons; what had seemed so
oppressive began to feel liberating; what
had seemed so extremely sad began to take
on the quality of joy! As he talked to them,
they gradually came to know that their little
lives weren’t as little as they thought, but
part of a great mystery that not only
embraced many generations, but stretched
itself out from eternity to eternity. Henri
J.M. Nouwen, With Burning Hearts: A
Meditation on Eucharistic Life, 45-46.
Here are some portions of scripture that
can help you hear the voice of Jesus, who
walks with you and me during these strange
and troubling times:
- John 10:14-15
- John 11:25
- Matthew 5:1-16
- Matthew 6:31-34
- Matthew 11:28
- Romans 5:2-5
-Pastor Steve Bongard
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Dear Friends in Christ,
I write this on a significant Monday. It is the Monday before new Covid
regulations go into effect for much of our region. It is also a Monday of
encouragement. It is the Monday before Turkey Blessing (We CAN do it.).
And the news presents hope in the results thus far of at least two Covid-19 vaccines.
We want to be an encouragement to you in the upcoming seasons of Thanksgiving and
Christmas. We want to focus on the “can” rather than the “can’t”. There are some “can’ts.” But
there are tweaks and innovations and variations whereby we CAN celebrate and encourage one
another in this next festive season.
We CAN and will continue to worship. We will live-stream. We will worship in-person.
(Let’s get intentional about our social distancing.)
We CAN and will have an Older Adult Christmas Christmas Party. With new COVID-19
regulations and considerations our party will have to be totally virtual, but your Ageless
Generation Team will adapt and adjust. There will be fun, Christmas music, Christmas focus and
Food.
We CAN and will continue to meet in bible study and community groups….virtually. We
CAN and will resource our leaders to make these possible.
We CAN also help reduce the burden on our health workers by intentionally observing
the COVID-19 guidelines. We CAN and will continue in these words from Paul to the
Thessalonians: “Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are
doing.”
We were so encouraged at the installation of Pastor Bongard with words from area
pastors. Among those words were these, based on The Prayer of St. Patrick and made familiar
by Pastor-Emeritus, Rev. Walt Schoedel:
Christ be with you, Christ beside you.
Christ before you, Christ behind you.
Christ within you, Christ to win you.
Christ to restore you and comfort you.
JOYfully encouraged in Christ,
Pastor M
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Greetings in Jesus,
Here at Concordia we form, shape, and disciple all of God's
people. One pathway we accomplish this through is
Confirmation. This program is an intentional moment of
life where we teach and reflect on God's Word for our 6-8 grade
students.
Even though COVID has changed the way in which we accomplish
Confirmation, we are still forming, shaping, and delivering God's Word.
This year, we have over 100 students in our Confirmation program as we
meet both digitally and in-person every week. At the moment we are
finishing our conversation on the end times and then turning our
attention to Advent. At Concordia, Advent is part of Confirmation. This
year our students will meet digitally with their small group leaders and
then participate in family worship/devotions.
We know that the constant rhythm and habit of instruction and
worship is good for this group. And we know it is good for all of us as
well. So, during this season, don't stay distant from God's Word and
learning. Don't stay distant from worship. Just like this Confirmation
program, we all need to constantly be instructed and formed in God's
Word. Jesus is present through these moments as He reminds us how
greatly He cares for us.

Blessings,
Pastor Jacob Schultz
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Financial Update
In a year where nothing has gone as planned, Inbound offerings, your support of the
ministry, has been constant and fairly steady. Thank you!! Inbound offerings are just
$18,000 less than budgeted expectations. On the expense side, due to the
revamping of in-person events and closures of our facility, we experienced lower overall expenses. We
still rely on robust year-end giving to ensure our offerings meet our expenses as in recent years 20-22%
of our yearly giving comes in the month of December. As we approach the end of the year, look for more
communication regarding offering needs.

Ways to Give –
Donate Stock
The Stock Market is at an all
time high! Did you know that if
you donate appreciated stock
you will have no capital gains
tax to pay? In addition, your tax
deductible contribution equals
the market value of the stock on
the date of the gift. This is a
great way to maximize your gifts
to our ministries and save you
money at the same time.
Concordia has an easy process
to donate stock. Contact Kristin
Anderson at
kanderson@ckhome.org for
more information.
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As Advent fast approaches, we look forward to providing families with a way
to focus throughout the whole Advent season on the birth of Jesus and the
promises of God in the scriptures.
Families with children ages 2 years old- 5thgrade will receive in the mail an Advent Countdown
and Devotional focusing on Jesse’s Tree including daily activities to prepare your hearts for when
we celebrate the birth of Jesus on Christmas.
What Jesse’s Tree is all about:
Long ago, records were kept in the front of the family Bible. Families would write their history
such as dates of marriages and when children were born. As generations passed, the lines spread
out, like branches and twigs growing off a tree trunk. We call this family history record a “family
tree.”
“The Jesse Tree” is a very old Christmas tradition created to show Jesus’ family tree. Pictures or
symbols are placed on a tree to help tell the story of the Bible from Creation to Christ’s birth.
The term “Jesse’s Tree” comes from the book of Isaiah, in the Old Testament.
Isaiah 11:1-2
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
In these verses, Isaiah prophesies the birth of Jesus. He’s telling the people that one day a great
ruler will come from the descendants of King David (Jesse was King David’s father).
This was exciting news to the people of Isaiah’s time. Many kings who ruled after David led their
people away from worshipping God and eventually David’s kingdom split and faded away. Isaiah’s
prophecy of a stump shows that David’s family had been “cut down” but Jesus would be like a
new growth and a new hope for the kingdom, our Savior and King.
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Sunday Resets have been a blast! Besides playing epic socially
distanced games and meeting new friends, we’ve been learning about the
four biggest choices we make in our lives (besides our faith). We discovered
who you marry, what job you have, where you live, or where you go to school AREN’T the biggest
choices you make in your life. Instead, it’s the small choices we make.
The biggest choice we make happens every second of every day: our attitude. We’ve studied not only
what our biggest choices are and why they’re important, but also discovered how to form positive
habits to help us make positive choices.
As Thanksgiving approaches, it’s time to give thanks for all the blessings God has given us. Even in the
midst of 2020, God has showered us with his blessings. It’s up to us to recognize them and thank him.
One habit we learned to help us be more thankful and have a positive attitude is to ask simple
questions in the morning and before bed, like: What’s something I can get excited about today? Who’s
someone I can surprise with a note, gift, or sign of appreciation? What’s one thing that happened
today I can appreciate? Since we’re forgetful, we set reminders on our phones with those questions.
We all have things God has blessed us with in our lives. It just takes a little reminding to see all he
gives us.
I invite all high schoolers to join us as we discover the other most important choices we make in our
lives and the habits we can form to make better choices. To round out the rest of 2020, we’re meeting
from 6:30-8:30 on December 6th and 20th.
Sunday Reset: 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month, 6:30-8:30

Photos from October Impact Night courtesy of Julie Neiger
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Night to Shine is going VIRTUAL!
Though nothing can take the place of spending time with our Honored Guests in-person, we are so
excited that we are still able to celebrate them on Friday, February 12, 2021! The virtual event will still
be an unforgettable night that includes music, dancing, messages from special guests and more!
Everyone who registers this year will have the opportunity to participate in Night to Shine Virtual!
So what is Concordia’s responsibility this year? Our first 125 registered Kings and Queens will be
invited to participate in Shine-Thru, a Night to Shine drive thru experience! Our Honored Guests will
show off their fancy prom clothes, pose for pictures, get cheered for on the red carpet and do a little
dancing… all from the safety of their own vehicle! Guests will leave with a “Night to Shine Experience
Kit” full of important goodies like crowns, flowers, dessert and more before heading off to log in to
Night to Shine Virtual!

Volunteers
In light of the changing restrictions in the St Louis area, we are still unable to begin volunteer
registration at this time.
Even though Night to Shine will not be held physically, what remains the same is the incredible
opportunity we still have to love, honor and serve people with special needs.

Adults with Special Needs Bible
Fellowship
This month we kicked off virtual Bible
Fellowship for Adults with Special
Needs! It was so wonderful to see some
smiling faces again. Adults with special
needs are an underserved population in
the Church as a whole. As we anticipate
remaining virtual for quite some time,
this is a wonderful opportunity for you
to invite adults with special needs both
near and far to join.
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Anyone who has studied music can appreciate this meme!
The November Connection is typically when I outline all of our upcoming
worship times for holiday services and Advent. It’s been challenging to
determine what the best course of action is. I think it's best to take the
approach of everything being tentative. The most important thing is that
we put the health and safety of our congregants and staff first. #flexibility
Thanksgiving Worship
Due to the rising number of Covid cases, we will not be holding in-person
worship for Thanksgiving Eve/Day this year. We will release a Home
Worship Video on Wednesday to include with your own thanksgiving
celebrations.
Advent Midweek Worship
December 2, 9, and 16 at 11am
In addition to the morning service, we’ll have a video available for families
to use for home worship and devotion on our website.

Christmas Eve
We know how important it is for families to join us for worship
on Christmas Eve. We are adapting our schedule to maximize
the number of people who can attend, but I encourage you to
consider having Christmas worship at home this year. To that
end, we’ll be posting a pre-recorded Christmas service on the
morning of the 24th that families can choose to watch at
whatever time works best for them. The video will be available
directly from our website, so there will be no potential issues
with live-streaming. For those that would like to attend
in-person, you will need to register like normal. Please be
aware that the demand will likely be higher, so it’s quite
possible that we will hit our max capacity early on. To make
more room available, we will be running simultaneous services
in both the Sanctuary and Concordia Center.
The schedule is:
3pm in the Sanctuary and Concordia Center
5pm in the Sanctuary and CC
7pm in the Sanctuary and CC
10pm in the CC
Christmas Day
Friday, December 25 at 10am
There will be no service offered on New Years Eve this year.
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Thanksgiving Ideas
Can you think of any new Thanksgiving traditions? Why not consider
making thanksgiving more than one day?
You could:
- Write a letter to a family member, or friend about your blessings. Consider sharing a
memory of how the Lord has guided your life or a special event that you are thankful for
today. Describe how you felt and what happened. Encourage the recipient of your letter
to write to you and share a memory with you.
- Is there a memory of a past Thanksgiving? It could be when the turkey didn’t turn out
well, or a memory of a favorite recipe. How did that make you feel? What were the sights,
sounds and smells? What traditions do you have? Share this with someone by email and
ask them about their past Thanksgivings.
- Call a friend or someone who you have not seen for a while. Listen to them. Ask how are
they really doing these days? Share with them why they are special to you and remember
a favorite time together. Ask them to share a favorite memory with you about
Thanksgiving. Share a favorite scripture verse.
- Send a photo of yourself. It could be one from the past for just a laugh. Take a picture of
those in your home (don’t forget the pets!).
- If you have technology, do it! Video calls, emails, e-card, text, zoom, etc. How about
digital games to play together online? Technology is a blessing.
- Arrange a time and date for virtual watching of a movie, sports or program. Call each
other on the phone and share the best moments of the program and why. Consider
making yourself a cup of hot cocoa, tea or popcorn? Make this a special “virtual
gathering.”
- Trivia game: Research trivia questions and encourage the person that you will call on
the phone, to have trivia questions to ask you. Friendly competition. You decide the prize
for the one who answers the most correctly.
- Schedule a virtual Thanksgiving meal with friends and family. Share favorite recipes and
show each other’s prepared dishes.

Wearing Masks to Control the Spread of COVID-19
People age 2 and older should wear masks in public settings and when
around people who don’t live in their household. Masks offer some
protection to you and are also meant to protect those around you, in
case you have COVID-19, but don’t know it. A mask is NOT a substitute
for social distancing and should still be worn in addition to staying at
least 6 feet apart from others. Source: CDC.gov for more information
We have an opportunity to positively impact our hospitals, staff and
nurses, and communities by taking special precautions including
staying home unless necessary, and wearing masks with social
distancing. Thank you!

Households Living in Close Quarters
If your household includes people who are at higher risk for getting
very sick from COVID-19, then all family members should act as if they
are at higher risk too. Choose one or two family members who are not
at a higher risk to run the essential errands. When running errands wear
a mask, avoid crowds, and stay 6 feet apart from those who don’t live
with you.
Source: CDC.gov for more information
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Ron and Angie Janes + Kaylynn, Annalynn, Ridge,
Madalynn
Ron and Angie met at and both graduated from Mizzou. Ron
went on to play a few years in the NFL, and Angie went on
to get two master’s degrees. They have four children.
Kaylynn is in ninth grade at Incarnate Word Academy.
Annalynn is in seventh grade, Ridge in fifth grade and
Madalynn is in third grade, all at CCLS. Kaylynn plays
competitive basketball. Annalynn plays competitive
volleyball. Ridge plays competitive football. Madalynn
plays competitive lacrosse. Ron works in real estate selling
agriculture and recreational land. Angie is a fitness
instructor, but really a stay at home mom. They have a lot
of fun together and love hanging out at their cabin about
an hour from Wildwood. Their dog, Thor goes everywhere
with them.

Tom and Erin Maurer + Jackson, Gracie, Nattie
Community brought them to Concordia!! Tom and Erin have
three children: Jackson, 20 years old, is an aspiring attorney
who loves golf! Gracie, 16 years old, attends Lutheran South
and enjoys worship leading. Nattie, 12 years old, attends
CCLS and enjoys playing and watching basketball and being
with her friends. Tom is a commercial real estate broker
and Erin is an office administrator. They all love their three
puppies: JoJo, GiGi & DonDon!!!

Kevin Sharp
Kevin is a Field Worker at Concordia. He grew up in a small town in
Michigan. Kevin has two sisters and three brothers. He and his
brothers are all Eagle Scouts and love the outdoors. Kevin studied
Youth Ministry and Graphic design in undergrad and then spent five
years serving as a Ministry Coordinator and Youth Leader in New
York City. Kevin is currently a first-year student at Concordia
Seminary. In his free time, he loves camping and mountain biking.

Amy Smith + Luke, Lauren Kate
Amy and her family moved to Fenton from Jackson, Missouri. Amy
has two children. Lauren Kate is a second grader at Bowles
Elementary and Luke is a sixth grader at Rockwood South Middle.
Amy is a Special Education teacher at Parkway West High. They have
a dog, Murphy. As a family they love everything outdoors: mountain
biking, hiking, backpacking, camping, kayaking. Lauren Kate loves
Brownies, riding horses, basketball, and softball. She loves being
around people and her friends and family. Luke loves to bike and is
on the Rockwood Composite Mountain Bike League, plays soccer
and is very good at drawing and video games.

Paul and Liz Turner + Katherine, Caroline
Paul and Liz have two children. Katherine is a Junior at Nerinx Hall
High School. Caroline is a seventh grader at CCLS. Paul has been
with Stewart, Schaberg & Turner Architects for 24 years. Liz is a
full-time mom. Katherine is president of the Model UN and plays
racquetball for Nerinx Hall. One of her favorite hobbies is painting.
Caroline enjoys playing drums in her free time. She is also a painter
currently working with watercolors. Paul also enjoys playing the bag
pipes. He has played most of his life and is currently in a bag pipe
band. Liz is an avid reader, and walker. As a family they enjoy hiking
and hunting for morels and chanterelles in the Spring and Summer.
They have a reputation for spoiling their two cats and they don’t
deny this rumor.
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