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PA S T O R ’ S N O T E

PASTOR BONGARD | S B O N G AR D @C K H OME .O RG

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, rejoice!”
These words of Philippians 4:4 express the joy that Becky and I
sense as I begin serving as Senior Pastor among you. We’ve already
met some of you and we look forward to meeting more of you, even
in the midst of the COVID challenges of small groups and mask-obscured faces. I am
blessed and excited to work with the amazing staff and people of Concordia. Please
feel free to reach out to me via email, sbongard@CKhome.org, or by calling the church
office.
So that you might begin to get to know us better, here is a photo of us and our two
young adult children, Stephanie and Nathan. Stephanie is a 4th grade teacher at St.
John’s Lutheran School, Denver. Nathan lives in Grand Rapids, Michigan, with his cat,
Meshach (yes, we’ve had pet cats named Shadrach and Abednego) and works for a
telecommunications company.
Looking forward to the joys and challenges that lie ahead!
-Pastor Steve Bongard

PA S T O R ’ S N O T E
PASTOR MEGGE RS | DMEG G E RS @C K H OME .O RG

Dear Friends in Christ,
Well, he’s here! Our new Sr. Pastor is here. With him comes his lovely wife,
Becky. With him comes an answer to our prayers. With him comes new
energy, insights, and a new personality to help lead us into a new season
of ministry. We praise and thank our gracious God and ask him to bless and guide Pastor
Bongard.
Well, it’s still here. This Covid-19 season in which we live. With it comes masks, social
distancing and all the challenges that go along with these precautions. With it also comes
something new: “Covid-fatigue.” Covid-fatigue is not just the experience of weariness and
frustration that accompanies this pandemic. Covid-fatigue can be expressed by a relaxing of
our vigilance and attention to Covid precautions.
Covid-fatigue can be expressed in what might be called a defeatist attitude and mindset.
Something like, “I am sick and tired of all these rules, restrictions, and regulations. I am just
going to live life as I want.” A helpful mindset in these times would be one that calls us away
from attention to ourselves and our inconveniences, to actions that demonstrate our love and
concern for our neighbor. We can do this thing through Christ who strengthens us.
Well, this is good news:
*Zoom ‘n Learn, our Covid solution to Lunch ‘n Learn was a success in September and will
continue in October and November. We had a minor glitch or two but we pressed on. We will
press on with a virtual Oktoberfest in October and an inspiring military-honoring presentation
in November. We would love to be in-person in December but will have to wait and see.
*Turkey Blessing will be held. I am, and I hope you are, inspired by the generous hearts of our
Turkey Blessing crew. Even with all the challenges of Covid, we are going to press on. We know
the need is great so we are increasing our Turkey Blessing from 1000 meals to 1200. So, men
and boys, set aside Saturday morning Nov 21st for worship and meal packing. Then get ready to
Turkey-bless our community on Sunday afternoon, Nov. 22. We will follow CDC guidelines and
we will press on.
Pressing on with you in JOY. Be sure to read Sharon Ema’s contributions to this month’s
Connection. There is a lot going on.
JOYfully,
PM

PA S T O R ’ S N O T E

PASTOR S CHULTZ | J S C H U LTZ@C K H OME .O RG

Greetings,
We are looking froward to a great Fall season at Concordia. In this article,
I would like to highlight Confirmation at Concordia. The Confirmation
process is three and a quarter years long. For three years on Wednesday nights the
students meet at church to discuss, grow, and worship as part of the community. These
are significant moments in the life of the church as we are all formed into God's people.
Typically, in their 9th grade year the students complete their Confirmation by publicly
stating their faith journey at Witness Weekend. This is a joyous occasion. It is intended
that every student can give a statement. And each year, they are all different and unique
because no two lives are the same.
Then on Reformation Day, the church celebrates the Confirmation class with a Rite of
Confirmation. This is when our church celebrates the class during a church service as we
give thanks to God and rejoice that these students have been examined and aptly
embody the promises of God. This moment is not a landing pad but a launch pad. This is
not the conclusion of their Christian education, but rather the moment when we affirm
that this moment of their discipleship is over as they move to the next moment of
discipleship.
Please join me in praying for this group of students and our entire faith formation
process.
Heavenly Father, you give us every good gift. We especially thank you for the good gift of
formation of the students in our Confirmation program. They have come to reflect and
grow in their faith formation which you provide. Keep them grounded in the community
and identity which they have come to understand both now and all the days of their lives.
Continually call these students to your promises found in the Gospel which they learned.
Give them wisdom to continue to grow as your disciples all their lives. We pray this in the
most holy and precious name of Jesus. Amen.

Blessings,
Pastor Jacob Schultz

F I N A N C E & M I N I S T RY
KRISTIN ANDERSON | CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER | KANDERSON@CKHOME.ORG

Financial Update
We enter the 4th quarter of 2020 in a solid financial position. Offerings have
remained steady during COVID, almost in line with budget expectations. In addition,
due to COVID, our expenses are much lower than they typically would be due
primarily to lower facility costs, personnel costs and large ministry events not able to happen. Thank
you Concordia for your commitment during this unprecedented time. The 4th quarter is our most
important quarter financially as typically more than 20% of our offerings come in the month of
December alone. As we get closer to years end, we will keep you apprised of our financial standing.

Ways to Give –
Donate Stock
Did you know that if you donate
appreciated stock you will have
no capital gains tax to pay? This
is a great way to maximize your
gifts to our ministries and save
you money at the same time!
Concordia has an easy process
to donate stock. If you are
interested, please contact
Kristin Anderson at
kanderson@CKhome.org.

FA M I L Y A C T I V I T I E S
R E B ECCA S CH ULTZ | CH I L D RE N ’S MIN ISTRY D IRECTO R | RSCH U LTZ@CKH OME .ORG

Parents have the job of teaching faith to their children and encouraging the
love of God’s Word in their hearts. Pastors, teachers, and friends assist in the
spiritual growth of children, but the primary nurturers of faith are parents.
It is a big job that makes an eternal difference! A lot has changed this year! But our God has not!
Making time for God and focusing on Him should be our number one priority but as we know, life
is busy and sometimes we forget what really matters. Find a time that fits your family. You could
read a Bible story before bed or while driving in the car. During dinner, you could share one way
you showed God’s love to others or how someone else showed God’s love to you, admit where
you could use forgiveness, or pray together. Make talking about your faith a daily norm!

Here are some questions to get the conversation going:
1. Is there anyone who needs your prayers today?
2. What is something you want to thank God for today?
3. How did you show the love of Jesus today?

4. Is there anything happening in your life today that you need to ask God for help?
5. Who do you see everyday that needs to have a friend like Jesus? How can you be that?
6. What was the kindest thing you said or did today? Who needs an extra dose of your kindness?
7. Is there anything you said or did today that you need to ask for God’s forgiveness?
8. Did you notice if anyone was having a rough day today? How did you help them?
9. Did you stop and ask if your attitude and actions were pleasing to God throughout the day?
What did He say?
10. What prayers are God answering in your life right now?
11. Are there prayers that feel “too big” or “too selfish” to pray?
12. Do you feel like God is with you always, or just some of the time?
13. Did you feel shame or condemnation at any point today?
14. What temptations did you face? Are you proud of the choices you made in those moments?
15. What do you feel your peer group is learning from you?
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.
These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your
children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie
down and when you get up.
~ Deuteronomy 6:5-7

What’s going on in KidsMin?
Virtual Kids:
Virtual Sunday KidsMin
Each weekend a KidsMin video is posted sharing the bible lesson for the week along with
additional resources you and your family can do together!
Zoom KidsMin
Join us for Story time and a sing along! Thursdays at 10:00AM
Join us for games and digging into the many parables found in the bible! Thursdays 4:00PM- 1st
and 2nd grade
Thursdays 4:30PM- 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade

In-Person:
Wednesday KidsNight
1st-5th grade students enjoy gathering together with caring teachers to discover God’s word, have
fun, and build Christ-centered relationships!
Sunday KidsMin
Kids will learn all about their Savior Jesus Christ, what their Savior means for them, how to
defend their faith, and how to teach the faith to others.
As of September 27th, when you sign up for weekend worship you can also sign up your child for
Sunday KidsMin at 9:30AM. Based on volunteer availability, we will be able to host about 25 kids
each weekend! Sign up will close every Friday evening.
EPIC
Each month, 4th and 5th graders gather for EPIC games and fun!
Our next EPIC is on October 16th from 6:30-8:00PM for a pumpkin decorating contest, prizes,
games, ice cream, and more! Check out our website to register!

YOU T H AC T I V I T I E S
NATHAN DEHN | YOUTH DIRECTOR | NDEHN@CKHOME.ORG

What’s your favorite thing to do over the weekend? Besides
going to church Sunday morning, I love going to our high
school Bible study.
Our Sunday evening Bible study is called Sunday Reset because we reset our hearts and our
minds towards God. The past two months, we’ve talked about finding truth in God and how to
live our lives for Christ. We learned that the way we live should be for God’s glory.
To build on becoming better people for God, we’re starting a new series on our choices.
Specifically the MOST IMPORTANT CHOICES we will make IN OUR LIVES! We’ll discuss how our
choices impact our lives, how to build better habits, and focus our efforts on living a better
life to touch people with Jesus Christ for healing and service.
If you’re in high school, or know someone in high school, I encourage you to come reset the
way you think and interpret the world as we dissect the choices we make and how they
impact our lives today, tomorrow, and our future.
Sunday Reset: 1st and 3rd Sunday of the Month, 6:30-8:30

S P E C I A L N E E D S M I N I S T RY
J ESS I CA CRAW FO RD | D IRECTO R O F CH ILD RE N AN D
FA MI L I ES W I TH S P ECIAL N E E D S | JCRAW FO RD @CKHOME .O RG

Special Needs Ministry
Due to current Covid-19 restrictions, Concordia will not be hosting Trunk or
Treat for Kids with Special Needs this year. It saddens my heart that we won’t
be able to love on all those families from the community, but the safety of all
must remain our top priority.
Even though we will not be gathering in 2020, our outreach to families with kids with special needs
doesn’t need to take a year off!

If you will be welcoming trick-or-treaters to your house this Halloween, here are a few ways
you can share the inclusive love of Jesus in your own neighborhood:
-Set up your trick-or-treat station at the end of your driveway or somewhere else that is accessible
without a curb or stairs.
-If a person of any age is carrying a blue bucket, this may indicate that they have autism and/or are
nonverbal. Please do not require this individual to say “trick-or-treat” or tell a joke.
-Display a teal pumpkin and offer non-food treats for children with food allergies and sensitivities.

Remember:
-the child who is grabbing more than one
piece of candy may have difficulty with fine
motor tasks.
-the child who takes a long time to choose
candy may have motor planning
difficulties.
-the child who looks disappointed may
have a food allergy.
-the child not wearing a costume at all
may have a sensory issue.
-the “big” kid might look too old to
trick-or-treat but they may have a
developmental delay and still enjoy it.

Night to Shine is going virtual!
In light of the ever-changing nature of the global pandemic, and the safety of every Honored Guest
as their top priority, the Tim Tebow Foundation has confidently made the decision to move Night to
Shine to a virtual experience on Friday, February 12, 2021. The new virtual format will allow for
thousands of guests to celebrate the evening in a safe manner and still be crowned king or queen
of the prom. As for what else to expect…well, let’s just say that there’s a few fun surprises up our
sleeve, but we can’t share everything just yet!
Volunteer needs and expectations are still being finalized so be on the lookout for more
information on our website at nighttoshinekirkwood.com!

Even though events will not be held physically, what remains the same is the incredible
opportunity we still have to love, honor and serve people with special needs.

WO RS H I P A RT S
B R E N DAN KNO R P | DI R ECTO R FO R T H E W O RSHIP ARTS | BKN O RP@CKH OME .O RG

Our in-person services have been steadily increasing in
attendance these past few weeks, to the point that we have
reached our capacity a few times at both the 8am and 9:30am
services. While our 11am service still has many spots
available, folks tend to prefer coming to an earlier time on Sundays. We’ve
received a few inquiries about the services “selling out” almost immediately.
Now, I’m not gonna lie, hearing that spots for worship are filling up within
minutes of the registration opening is probably a worship minister’s dream :)
That said, it is a reality that more people would like to be in attendance than
our space permits while we practice safety measures to reduce the spread of
COVID-19. I’d like to offer a suggestion that is rooted in hospitality and a sense
of Christian community: Would our regular worshippers who have been
attending every week consider signing up to attend every-other week, or maybe
even three times each month instead of four? Taking a week or two off to
participate in worship at home would open up space for those who have not
yet been able to attend at all. I’ve gotten a few laughs at the suggestion that
people would be willing to do it, but I’d like to think that, given some real
thought about how meaningful it would be for people to attend, some of us
might take the initiative to leave a space open for someone else to attend. As a
society and church, we have worked so hard over the past 7 months to care for
our neighbors and their well-being. Perhaps this is a small way we can
continue to extend that grace to others longing to feel the community of
Concordia during worship. It would be a personal sacrifice to do that, but I think
sacrifice is something we as Christians know a thing or two about.

SH A R I NG LOV E
S H A RO N EMA | DI R ECTO R FO R TH E H E ALIN G ARTS | SE MA@CKH OME .O RG

The Wednesday Men’s Bible Study collects a free will offering and
presents it to Pastor Carter as an expression of thanksgiving and
blessings for his time and effort. This year, we exceeded our goal and
gave Pastor Carter the opportunity to give it to a group or effort of
his choice. He selected the Pastoral Leadership Institute and is seen
presenting the check to Todd Moritz.

Oktoberfest Zoom and Learn
On October 15th at 11:30am, we will be gathering together virtually
for “Zoom and Learn.” It’s time for our annual Oktoberfest! Do you
have some German attire, brats, potato salad, or a beer stein handy? If not, no problems.
Please join us on Zoom! Pastor Bongard will be joining us too!

All Saints’ Day Remembrance
When you are grieving your loved one’s death, the holidays can be
especially difficult. On Sunday, November 1st, at 12:15pm, there will
be a time of healing as we gather virtually together on Zoom and pause
before the holidays. Led by Pastor David Meggers, come and take a few

moments to reflect on scripture that bring us the love, hope, and
peace from our Lord Jesus Christ as we grieve. May this be a time of
healing with the Lord’s peace. Please email Patty at
pwilson@CKhome.org to be added to the Zoom list.

“I Love to Tell the Story….”
Do you love to tell stories? Or do you find it difficult to share
moments of your life with others? “We will not hide these truths from
our children; we will tell the next generation about the glorious deeds
of the Lord, about His power and His mighty wonders”. Psalm 78:4 NLT
Telling the story of how God provides and always is with us is a story for
us to share. Look at Psalm 78: “we will tell the next generation about the
glorious deeds of the Lord, about His power and His mighty wonders.”
How can you tell your children, grandchildren, or anyone about the
Lord? Can you call, write an email, or other electronic means? Let’s
share the love of Christ!
Think about how the Lord has been faithful to you? What blessings have
you noticed today?
Let’s all share God’s love and tell the story!

N EW FA C E S
AT C O N C O R D I A
John and Demetria Cotilla + Dominic, Tobias, Maxwell, Calvin
John and Demetria have four sons. Dominic is in the sixth grade
at CCLS, Tobias is in the fourth grade at Rockwood, Maxwell is in
Kindergarten at CCLS and Calvin is a one year old. John was in
the Culinary Industry for over 20 years as a butcher and chef. The
past five years he owned a marinade and spice company.
Demetria is a Certified Life and Health Coach.
Don and Linda Delaney + Becca
Don and Linda relocated from Richmond, VA. They have five
grown sons, a grandson and daughter. Becca is attending CCLS in
the seventh grade. Don works at Wells Fargo doing program
testing for new application development. Linda recently retired
from Wells Fargo Advisors after 39 years of service.
Ken Estes
Ken is a Concordia Field Worker. He is a Master of Divinity
student at Concordia Seminary. His calling to pastoral ministry
came after completing two years of medical school. Ken moved
from Florida. He enjoys being in nature and fitness is very
important to him.
Jim and Sharise King + James, Grant
Jim and Sharise have two sons. James is in the eighth grade and
Grant is in the sixth grade. They both attend CCLS and participate
in Boy Scouts. Jim works for Johnson & Johnson. Sharise is a
nurse and Children’s Director for Community Bible Study.

Mark and Ann Knese + Jack, Emily
Mark and Ann have two children enrolled at CCLS. Jack is in the
eighth grade and Emily is in the seventh grade. Mark is a former
St. Louis Metropolitan Police Officer who transitioned into IT
Project Management after being wounded in the line of duty in
2001. He is currently with Mastercard. Ann is the Director of
Operations for Trademark Medical. Jack and Emily are both
competitive swimmers. Jack has been playing drums and is
learning guitar. He has interests in mountain biking,
skateboarding and surfing. Emily is an avid softball player and
enjoys cooking. As a family they enjoy outdoor activities and
vacationing in Michigan, Arizona and San Diego.
Ron and Colleen Kramer + Devin, Emily
Ron and Colleen have two children; Devin and Emily. Devin is in
the United States Air Force. He is stationed at Travis Air Force
Base in Fairfield, CA. Emily is a Freshman at Mizzou majoring in
Engineering. Ron works at Boeing and his favorite hobbies are
scuba diving, traveling, going to Blues and Cardinals games and
helping Veterans. Colleen works at Mercy Hospital and her
favorite hobbies are writing songs and poetry, scuba diving,
going to Blues and Cardinals games, and traveling. The have two
dogs that are Norwegian Elkhounds. The male’s name is Thor
and the female’s name is Kari.
Rev. Richard and Gaylene LaBore
Rev. LaBore and Gaylene have two grown married daughters;
Laurie and Tim Senkbeil, Tricia and Anthony and five
grandchildren. Pastor Richard retired from Lutheran High School
South theology department, assisting at Hope and Webster
Gardens, Associate Pastor at Resurrection and recently as
Interim Pastor at Prince of Peace in Crestwood. He is serving over
30 years in civic elected and appointed offices. Gaylene recently
retired after 55 years at Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM). An alto,

she sang 273 concerts over 57 years with the Bach Society
of St. Louis. Between her responsibilities at LHM and their
own family travels, they have been to 38 countries
learning much about the Church at work wherever they
visited.
George Morehead
George has three grown children and seven grandchildren.
He served in the Air Force and received his BS in
education and master’s in mathematics at Pittsburgh
State. George retired after teaching 42 years. He taught
advanced mathematics at Kansas, Neosho, MO and
Crowder College. George has been active in Boy Scouts,
Laborers For Christ and Stephens Ministry. After
retirement and the passing of his wife, Lois he now
volunteers for the rescue shelter, Hope Kitchen, church,
Meals on Wheels and Stephens Ministry.
Jim and Patty Olsen + Jamie
Jim and Patty have one son, Jamie. Jamie is in seventh
grade at CCLS, his first year at CCLS. Previously, Jamie
attended Rockwood School District. Jim is a senior
recruiter for BJC and Patty is a Sr. Project Manager for a
public relations firm. Jamie has been involved in
gymnastics/trampoline since he was 3 years old. Jamie
likes to swim, ride his bike, hoverboard and play Fortnite.
Family favorite activities are Cardinals games, snow tubing
at Hidden Valley and vacations in Florida.
Brad and Lauren Reiter + Oliver, Henry
Brad and Lauren have two sons, Oliver and Henry. Lauren
works for the federal government and Brad works for
Centene in Clayton. Oliver and Henry both attend the
Centene Daycare.

